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Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 

October 6, 2015 

Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca 
Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com 

Chair : Heather Gordon 
Vice-Chair : Stephanie Denison 
Secretary : Karyn Curtis  
Treasurer : Peter Goold 
OCASC Rep: Geoff Pearce/Jean-Paul Larochette 
Attendees  Heather Gordon, Karyn Curtis, Stephanie Denison, Jen McGregor, Andrea 
Williams, Peter Goold, Angela Wordley, Katherine Montuoro, Beth Williamson, Caretta 
Williams-DeAveiro, Jean-Paul Larochette,  Razvan Maximivc, Rosina James, Heather  
McDonald, Corrie Cassalman, Alia Klein, Tom MacLean, Susan Ko   

Call to Order – Heather Gordon 
Heather called the meeting to order and welcomed participants. 

Approval of September Minutes – Heather Gordon 
The September minutes were approved, with some minor corrections to the list of 
volunteers and the book fair profit (corrected to read $1,000.75) Motion to approve: 
Stephanie Denison; seconded: Angela Wordley 

Chair’s Report – Heather Gordon 
Heather attended a School Council Training Day on October 3, which was very good. 
There were presentations and workshops on a variety of topics, including fundraising, 
social media and PRO grants. Information on the presentations can be found at 
http://www.ocdsb.ca/par/sc/Pages/SchoolCouncilTrainingDay.aspx 

We have had great volunteer pickup! It’s encouraging to see new faces getting involved 
in our kids’ education experience.  

We are trying our best to get flyers sent home with kids, as teachers are not currently 
performing this task. 

Principal’s/Vice-Principal’s Report – Andrea Williams 
Andrea presented the following report: 

• Proposed Changes for French Instruction in Kindergarten and Primary
Early French Immersion

A message was sent out on Sunday with respect to the proposed changes to the 
amount of French Instruction in Kindergarten and Primary Early French 
Immersion. Key points are summarized below. 
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Recommendation #1- A 50% English and 50% French model in both years of 
Kindergarten:  
• A rich foundation in both official languages that would prepare students to

continue in either the EFI or English program in grade 1. 
• Parents would have richer information on which to select a program pathway

at the end of the kindergarten program. 

Recommendation #2- Introduce 60 minutes a day of English (as a subject) in 
grade 1 EFI: 
• The increase in English instruction, combined with a 50:50 program in

kindergarten, will provide greater opportunity for identification of learning 
needs in French and in English. 

Recommendation #3- Provide mathematics instruction in English in Primary EFI: 
• Improve student achievement in mathematics
• Support early identification and intervention of learning challenges in

mathematics
• Alignment of language of instruction of mathematics in grades 1-12
Communication: The information has been shared through school council 
newsletters, through the board website and through our school mail list. 
Consultation: Electronically (through a survey- please visit www.ocdsb.ca), 
through stakeholder and consultation meetings. Please visit the board website for 
more information and to share your feedback. 

• The School as a Community Hub (from the school council newsletter)
The OCDSB supports the use of our schools and facilities as community hubs. 
Partnering with community organizations and service providers can enhance student 
learning and well-being, and can also introduce students to more opportunities which 
support their development as engaged citizens.   
To formalize and embed the role of schools as community hubs, the District is in the 
process of developing a policy which will provide direction for the future. 
We value your input. Please take some time to review the draft policy on our 
website and submit any feedback/input by email 
to communityhubs@ocdsb.ca by October 28, 2015. Our goal is to have the new 
policy in place before the end the year.  

• Labour Update
We would like to thank our parent community for their understanding and their 
assistance. Our goal has been and will continue to be keeping everything as routine 
as possible for our students. Three key areas of focus are keeping our schools open, 
ensuring all students and staff are safe and ensuring that learning continues. 

(Below is the letter that was sent home via email to all parents) 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 
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I wanted to make you aware of some changes to regular practice that you may 
notice in our elementary schools. These changes are the result of strike 
sanctions by educational support workers across Ontario, represented by 
OSSTF, which came into effect on Monday October 5th. 

The sanctions may affect the following school functions: 

Entry to school buildings  – The sanctions direct staff not to use controlled 
entry systems. In those elementary schools which use buzzer systems on the 
front door, the buzzer system will be turned off. To ensure students and parents 
can access schools, the front doors will be unlocked; side and rear doors will 
continue to be locked. In all schools, visitors are asked to report to the main 
office and to complete the sign-in sheet in the office. 

Calling students to the office  – The sanctions direct staff not to call students 
to the office during the school day. A parent coming to pick up a child during the 
school day should allow for extra time as Principals are managing a number of 
responsibilities and may not be immediately available. 

School Websites and Newsletters  – The sanctions direct staff not to assist 
with school websites or newsletters. We will continue to use Synrevoice 
regularly. Parents are encouraged to ensure the school has an up-to-date email 
address. 

Community or Special Events at schools  – The sanctions direct staff not to 
provide set up/tear down of community functions outside of the regular school 
day. This may affect some planned events. If you are dropping your child off 
after hours at the school for a community program or activity, please ensure the 
event is operating before leaving your child at the school. 

Changes to regular practice are always difficult and we appreciate the concerns 
that parents have raised about how these changes will be managed. We know 
that student safety is a top priority for every one of our employees. Our staff will 
continue with student supervision, safe arrivals and the monitoring of visitors to 
the school. 

Our principals and vice principals have done and will continue to do their very 
best to manage the sanctions as they have been implemented and to keep our 
schools operating with three key areas of focus: 

� • keeping schools open; 
� • ensuring students and staff are safe; and 
� • ensuring student learning continues. 
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I ask for your continued support and patience as we work through this legal 
strike action. We will continue to monitor the impact of sanctions and we remain 
committed to keeping you informed. 

• Look for updates on our district website at http://www.ocdsb.ca/med/Labour_Relations/Pages/
default.aspx

• Follow us on Twitter @ocdsb or like our Facebook page

at http://www.facebook.com/ocdsb 

• Subscribe to our weekly School Council Newsletter

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Adams 

Director of Education 

Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 

• Student Photos
Student photos will take place on Thursday, October 8th. Students are reminded not 
to wear green, because of the background colour.  

• Spor ts Update
CROSS COUNTRY 
The Knoxdale cross-country running team has begun their training sessions.  Over 150 
students from grades 3-6 are participating in a wonderful time of fitness and fun. The 
runs are during morning recess time.  Our upcoming regional meet will be held on 
Tuesday, October 13th at Sir Robert Borden High School. Merci to M. Cameron, M. 
Herbert, Mme Desjardins, Mme Proulx, Mrs. Charron, Mrs. Jackson, Ms. Highmore and 
Mr. Corbett for helping out with the team this fall.  Go Eagles Go! 

SOCCER 
We have had a lot of interest in our soccer teams this year! Tryouts began this week for 
both the girls’ and the boys’ teams.  We have 50 girls and 52 boys participating in 
tryouts this year. We are very pleased to see so many students involved. Unfortunately, 
we will only have approximately 15 spots on each team - it will be a hard decision for 
the coaches! Both tournaments will be taking place on our adjacent soccer fields (Trend 
Arlington Fields); as such, the students will not need a field trip form as the field trip 
form that was signed with the beginning of the year forms covers access to these fields. 
The tournament for the girls is scheduled for Tuesday, October 20th and the tournament 
for the boys is scheduled for Friday, October 23rd. A thank you to M Montserrat, Mr. 
Corbett, Mme Boudreau, Mrs. Ziade and M Charette for helping out with teams! Volez 
les aigles! 
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• Emergency Procedures 
Every fall and spring we practice our emergency procedures. Over the last two weeks 
we have held three fire drills and we are scheduled to have a lockdown practice 
tomorrow. 
 

• Trees 
We wanted to provide an update with respect to our Emerald Ash Borers on our front 
yard. Many of the trees were slated for removal this summer. Some of the trees had 
previously been inoculated as well. We did have a contractor come out to look at the 
trees and four of them will be removed. The planned date for the removal is Friday, 
October 9th. The good news, however, is that we are able to keep two trees which are 
still thriving and provide shade to the yard, as well as the new trees which were already 
under planted in anticipation of the removal. 
 

• Thank you!!!   
Last year we were able to bring many opportunities to our students through School 
Council support; science opportunities (Scientists in the School) and resources, 
equipment to support the school (headphones, personal dictionaries, phys-ed 
equipment), funding to support clubs/extra-curricular/character building initiatives, grade 
6 leaving celebration, and technology. We very much appreciate all the support! 

 
We would like to take this opportunity wish all of our families a wonderful long weekend 
and Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold 
Council had previously set a cap for expenditures for the fish tank in the hall by the 
office. The cap has been reached. It was decided to pay the fee of $64/month, to a 
maximum of $1,000, and revisit the issue at next October’s meeting. Motion to approve: 
Karyn Curtis; seconded: Stephanie Denison 
 
OCASC Report – Jean-Paul Larochette 
The strategic plan for 2015 to 2019 was discussed at the last Ottawa Carleton 
Assembly of School Councils (OCASC) meeting, and is available online at 
http://www.ocdsb.ca/ab-ocdsb/strategicplan/Pages/default.aspx. Andrea will send out 
information on this as well in her bi-weekly communication to parents. A union 
representative gave information on the ongoing action by teachers and staff, 
emphasizing that they want to protect the ability to provide the best experience for kids. 
 
The OCASC meeting is held once a month, and is attended by representatives from 
school councils throughout the area. All are welcome to attend (you do not have to be 
the OCASC representative for your school’s council), and it provides a good opportunity 
to learn more about council goings-on.  
 
Book Fair – Jean-Paul Larochette 
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The timing of the Book Fair was discussed, as it would be affected by the strike action. 
There is a lot of uncertainty as to whether teachers would bring students to the Book 
Fair, whether the librarian would be involved, etc.  Given this, it was decided to 
postpone the Book Fair. Motion to approve: Tom MacLean; seconded: Angela Wordley 
 
Family Fun Dance – Angela Wordley 
The dance will be held on Friday, Nov. 6. Andrea will confirm with custodial staff what is 
required and will need to be done by volunteers. Food will be ordered online, and 
money collected when it is picked up. Information will be included in Andrea’s October 
16 and 30 emails. Flyers will go home in backpacks as well October 26 and 27. 
 
Craft and Bake Sale  
A $500 float was approved for the Craft and Bake Sale. Motion to approve: Angela 
Wordley; seconded: Jen McGregor.  
 
Lunchtime Activities and Clubs – Alexa Devine 
Alexa raised the possibility of lunchtime clubs and activities, and whether they could be 
run without teacher involvement. She will gather more information on this. 
 
Open Forum 
There were some questions about busing. Some buses have had several driver 
changes. Notification about empty bus seats will go out next week.  
Jen McGregor indicated that a physical education coach may be coming to Knoxdale in 
the new year to provide programming for Grade 4s, as part of the GoodLife4Kids 
program. 
 
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2015 , @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale 
Library. All are welcome! 
 


